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AR Architecture

AR Architecture is an ambitious, creative studio, 
distinguished by its unique combination of 
international expertise with local capability. 
We seek inspiring solutions while overcoming 
restrictive conditions and budgetary limitations. 
In 2010 Alexander Rakita set up a new 
architectural practice in Hampstead, North 
London, building the company on the success 
of his 20-year career delivering prestigious 
architecture all over the world.

The clients of AR Architecture include 
corporations, developers, local residents and 
high-net worth individuals.  They chose us 
because of our reputation for producing excellent 
design with the utmost professionalism, whilst 
adhering to the highest standards set by the 
Royal institute of British Architects and the 
Architects Registration Board.  Our team is 
multilingual and cosmopolitan, with abundant 
experience of working in complex, cross-cultural 
situations.  

The practice has won many national and 
international awards for a broad range of 
commercial, hospitality and residential projects.   
As architects we feel responsible for what really 
matters: the quality of the spaces we all inhabit.  
We are respectful of the context but inspired by 
it, thus we take care to avoid imitating the past 
and the temptation to be fashionable.  Buildings 
outlive any fashion or style and we believe 
their long-term success is determined by the 
perennial factors of scale, materiality, quality, 
practicality, adaptability and interaction with the 
environment.

Ecological harmony is crucial, therefore we strive 
to improve the sustainability of our projects.  
We enjoy working with physical, budgetary 
and cultural challenges, finding that the most 
interesting solutions originate from the most 
restrictive conditions. We treat our Clients as co-
authors and prefer to design open frameworks 
rather than prescriptive scenarios.

Architecture is an exciting journey; 
                   let’s embark on it together!
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Alexander Rakita, director

Alexander’s architectural qualifications match 
his international career. He studied at the 
Moscow Architectural Institute and spent one 
year of his studies on Architecture and Urban 
Design at Ecole Paris-Tolbiac in France through 
an exchange programme, before graduating 
with honours in 1993. In 2008 he gained his 
Certificate in Professional Practice from the 
Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland and 
in 2010 he became a registered member in ARB 
and RIBA.

In Russia he spent his early career working in a 
number of public and private practices. It was 
there that he gained the experience of working 
on complex commercial projects that underpins 
his reputation today. Alexander also managed a 
number of high-net-worth residential projects 
including schemes in the “Golden Mile” area of 
Moscow.

In 2004 Alexander joined the Moscow office of 
Murray O’Laoire Architects (MOLA) and with his 
help MOLA’s Moscow office won its first Russian 
award, doubled in size and became the most 
profitable in the company. His projects during 
this period included International Congress 
Centre in Rostov-on-Don, Clover-Plaza mixed-
use complex in Kaliningrad, Planeta shopping 
centre in Krasnoyarsk, BAT cigarette factory in 
St. Petersburg and many others.

In 2006 Alexander moved to the company’s 
headquarters in Dublin where he started work 
on the Dublin Airport Terminal 1 Extension 
(T1X) – part of the ambitious renovation plan 
by Dublin Airport Authority. In parallel with T1X 
he led a significant transportation and urban 
development project in the West of Ireland – 
Ceannt Railway Station and Urban Quarter.

This was followed by a project for the city of 
Navan / Co Meath Civil offices which was a short-
listed entry in the RIAI competition.

Alongside his design work Alexander has always 
been interested and involved in international 
business development and in 2009 he was 
appointed head of the newly established branch 
office in Abu Dhabi.

In March 2010 Alexander relocated to London, 
where after a period of working for Arup 
Associates and Woods Bagot he fulfilled his 
long-held ambition to establish his own office, 
AR Architecture.

Alexander’s portfolio includes Mixed-use, 
Hospitality, Commercial (offices, retail), 
Transportation (airport, railway/bus station) , 
Residential, Cultural (theatres, museums), Urban 
Design and Masterplanning projects in the UK, 
Ireland, Middle East and Russia.
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Services

We design high-end residential, commercial, 
mixed-use and hotel projects across complex, 
cross-cultural contexts.

In our work we adhere to the highest professional 
standards set by both the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and the Architects’ Registration 
Board.

Our award-winning, sustainability-focused and 
proficient design team can provide a complete 
range of architectural services:

 ▪ Feasibility Studies 

 ▪ Design 

 ▪ Planning Applications 

 ▪ Architecture

 ▪ Interior Design

 ▪ Project Management 

 ▪ Consultancy 

 ▪ BIM

When appointed as the lead consultant for a 
project in the UK, we can put together a team of 
reputable professionals tailored for a particular 
job.

Awards



6

Residential

Everyone wants a space to relax, where they 
can feel at home and be in harmony with their 
surroundings.  At AR Architecture we delight in 
helping to create dream properties for private 
clients or developers and see the success of our 
residential projects as central to our business.
  
Previous schemes include the design of 
contemporary houses, residential developments, 
extensions, loft/basement conversions and 
period refurbishments. Many of our completed 
projects have been in listed buildings or 
conservation areas.  We relish the challenge 
of obtaining consent for these schemes and 
pride ourselves on producing designs which are 
sensitive to their historical context.

Working in close collaboration with our clients 
enables us to realise their vision, devising clever 
solutions to minimise the limitations of budget 
or planning restrictions.  We can lead a team of 
professional consultants to produce the highest 
quality architectural outcome.
 
Our creative ethos, progressive approach and 
genuine love of our work has resulted in a proven 
track record of happy clients and significant 
awards.

Commercial

At AR Architecture innovative design goes hand-
in-hand with commercial insight, as seen by our 
diverse portfolio of completed developments.  
The team’s previous experience encompasses 
everything from airports to master planning, and 
has allowed us to gain the breadth of knowledge 
which we carry forward to subsequent schemes.

A green, planet-friendly ethos underpins 
every project we produce. We use the latest 
construction techniques to minimise the 
environmental impact at every stage, as we 
believe that conventional commercial assets 
depreciate faster than sustainable properties.

What makes us different is our listening culture 
and our efficient process aided by our utilisation 
of BIM software.  We keep our client’s business 
objectives at the heart of the design process.  We 
listen, we understand and we deliver.
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BIM

Building Information Modelling (BIM) allows 
for the optimisation, visualisation and analysis 
of projects and has changed the world of 
architectural design. 

As a forward thinking practice, we have been 
using this exciting new technology since 2013.  
BIM gives us a better understanding of how 
elements in the project work together, allowing 
us to digitally walk through it and investigate the 
relationships between the components.  With 
Architects and Engineers working on the same 
parametric model, BIM enables a previously 
unacheivable level of design coordination. 

Potential problem areas can be detected early 
and resolved with minimal impact on the 
programme and budget, ensuring the best 
possible outcome and usability on completion.  

International

When working abroad we offer international 
expertise supported by an ability to deliver 
projects locally.  We are cosmopolitan in 
our outlook and bring a unique insight into 
operating in complex, cross cultural situations – 
be it foreign clients in the UK or British property-
buyers overseas.  We have copious experience 
of managing worldwide assignments in a variety 
of scales, from concept to completion.

Many nationalities are represented in our office, 
consequently we speak seven languages fluently 
and our architects are professionally registered 
in other countries in addition to the UK.  We have 
partners in Ireland, Russia, Serbia, Montenegro, 
Italy, Greece, Portugal, Spain, France, and Latvia 
who we collaborate with for local delivery of 
international projects.   



HOSPITALITY 
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Hyatt Regency Don-Plaza 5* Hotel,
Rostov International Congress Centre
Rostov-on-Don, Russia
Page 10

Radisson Hotel and Clover Plaza 
Mixed-Use Complex
Moscow, Russia
Page 16
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Hyatt Regency Rostov
Don-Plaza 5* Hotel

2011-2012
On Site
Inter-Hotel/
MKC-RosEuroDevelopment
64,500 sq.m.
£120m
Rostov-On-Don, Russia
Working Design and 
Construction: Energoprojekt 
Visokogradnja (Serbia); 
Interior Designer: Ara Design 
(UK); Structural & Mep 
Engineers and Environmental 
Consultants: Waterman 
International (UK); Kitchen 
and Laundry Consultants: 
Humble & Arnold Associates 
(UK); Landscape Designer: 
Cracknell (UK)
Commercial, Hotel, Office, 
Retail

The Hyatt Regency Don-Plaza Hotel is an integral part of 
the Hyatt Regency Rostov Don-Plaza mixed-use complex.
In 2011 Alexander Rakita and AR Architecture were 
appointed to take over a project that its design initially 
started back in 2005 and later stalled.

AR-Architecture kick-started the design process back into 
life in mid-March 2012 and completed it in December 2012. 
Work on site resumed in January 2013 and completion is 
scheduled for spring 2016. 

In the course of the construction AR Architecture remains 
involved on the client’s side supervising the contractor’s 
working design; we have also updated the detailed interior 
design for the retail part. 

The new project has matched the quality benchmark 
set by its predecessor, having claimed The 5* European 
Property Award 2014-2015.

Alexander Rakita was involved with the project since 
the beginning designing its first version in 2005-2006 as 
a Project Leader and then Assciate Director in Murray 
O’Laoire Architects, MOLA (Ireland).

The first version of the project was designed in 2005-
2006 by Murray O’Laoire Architects (Ireland). The Project 
Leader was Alexander Rakita – then Associate Director in 
MOLA, now the founder and owner of AR Architecture. 
The complex was branded as the International Congress 
Centre and comprised a 23-storey congress hotel, 
boutique retail and A-class offices on a prime high street 
site between two parks in the historical centre of Rostov-
on-Don. The project featured among other innovations 
a 3-storey indoor boulevard along the main façade, with 
mature trees in an open courtyard on the 6th floor. It was 
highly acclaimed in Rostov and received a Silver Diploma 
from the Union of Architects in Russia 2005. 

The first phase started in late 2007 and reached the 5th 
floor. When the economic downturn started in 2008 the 
investors considered turning the office part space into a 
200 room Hyatt Regency hotel. With this new direction, 
branded serviced apartments were designed for the upper 
floors and later AR Architecture was called by the client to 
revitalise the project.

Design:
Status:
Client:

Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sectors:
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01 Street view by night
02 Landscape terraces at levels 5-7
03 Pool terrace at level 6

01
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02

02

03
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01 Bird’s-eye view
02 Functional diagram
03 Street view - Parking entrance

02

01
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Radisson Hotel in
Clover Plaza Mixed-Use Complex

2005-2009
Built
RGS Realty
45,790 sq.m
£90m
Kaliningrad, Russia

Commercial, Hotel, Mixed-
use, Retail

The Director of AR Architecture 
Alexander Rakita was the 
leader of the design team 
up to the end of planning 
application stage while in 
Murray O’Laoire Architects. The 
project was then completed by 
a local architect.

A mixed-use development comprising retail, offices and 
hotel. The project is located on the main city square, 
adjacent to the recently re-created cathedral.

The Retail part occupies the two-level red-brick plinth, with 
the main restaurant stepping down to the square behind 
a spectacular curtain wall. The plinth is crowned by two 
soft-shaped volumes accommodating offices and a 4* 
Radisson SAS hotel.

Design :
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sectors:
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COMMERCIAL
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Lesnaya Mixed-Use Development
Moscow, Russia
Page 30

Planeta Retail Centre
Krasnoyarsk, Russia
Page 26

Clover Plaza Mixed-Use Complex
Kaliningrad, Russia
Page 24

Retail Gallery Don-Plaza
Rostov International Congress Centre
Rostov-on-Don, Russia
Page 20
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Retail Gallery Don-Plaza

2011-2014
On Site
MKC-RosEuroDevelopment
6,400 sq.m.
Not disclosed
Rostov-On-Don, Russia
Graphic design - Jackson Daly 
(UK); Lighting design - EQ2 
(UK)

Commercial, Retail, Office

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sectors:

The Don-Plaza Gallery is an integral part of the Hyatt 
Regency Rostov Don-Plaza mixed-use complex. It is a 
major walkway for a significant and constant flow of 
visitors comprising guests to the hotels, participants of 
congresses, visitors to the restaurants, swimming pool, 
spa and fitness centre. 

Three entrances from the Hyatt Hotel, Bolshaya Sadovaya 
and Suvorova Streets maximise the visibility of every 
shop front. Basement and roof carparks provide easy and 
comfortable access to the shops. 

The total lettable area is 5,700 sq.m, including 3,200 sq.m 
of retail spaces on the Ground and 1st floors, 850 sq.m 
of food-court on the 2nd floor and 1,650 sq.m of luxury 
executive penthouse-type offices on the 3rd, 4th and 5th 
floors. 

The key feature of the project is its huge atrium along 
the façade facing Bolshaya Sadovaya. The internal space 
blends organically into the leafy street through the fully 
glazed curtain wall, attracting passers-by to step in. Filled 
with sun light, with its café tables and large living trees, 
this indoor city boulevard promises to make Retail Gallery 
Don-Plaza the destination for the city’s social life.  It will 
be a sought-after venue for cultural and fashion events, 
as well as a place-to-be for connoisseurs of high-quality 
exclusive goods and services. 

The huge two-storey live “green wall” at the back of the 
mall creates a counterpoint to the atrium and enriches the 
air in the Gallery with oxygen. 

The executive offices are accessible from both the Retail 
Gallery and the roof carpark which means that it is possible 
to park near the front door of one’s own office, a highly 
desirable feature. Stunning views, high-end engineering 
systems, access control and CCTV, coupled with superb 
shopping, hotel and restaurant opportunities, make the 
offices within Retail Gallery Don-Plaza a unique proposition 
on Rostov’s real estate market.
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01, 02 Interior of shopping mall
03, 04 Interior of the atrium

01
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02

0403
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Clover Plaza Mixed-Use Complex

2005-2009
Built
RGS Realty
45,790 sq.m
£90m
Kaliningrad, Russia

Commercial, Hotel, Mixed-
use, Retail

The Director of AR Architecture 
Alexander Rakita was the 
leader of the design team 
up to the end of planning 
application stage while in 
Murray O’Laoire Architects. The 
project was then completed by 
a local architect.          

A mixed-use development comprising retail, offices and 
hotel. The project is located on the main city square, 
adjacent to the recently re-created cathedral. 

The Retail part occupies the two-level red-brick plinth, with 
the main restaurant stepping down to the square behind 
a spectacular curtain wall. The plinth is crowned by two 
soft-shaped volumes accommodating offices and a 4* 
Radisson SAS hotel.

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sectors:
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Planeta Retail Centre

Planeta (‘Planet’) is a super-regional mega-mall in close 
proximity to the city centre of Krasnoyarsk. One of the 
largest in Siberian region a multifunctional complex was 
designed to offer locals shopping, entertainment and 
recreational facilities.

The project received two prestigious awards in 2008 as the 
“Retail Centre of the Year”.

2005-2007
Built
RosEuroDevelopment
110,000 sq.m.
£130m
Krasnoyarsk, Russia

Commercial, Retail

The Director of AR Architecture 
Alexander Rakita was the 
Associate in charge of this 
project while in Murray 
O’Laoire Architects.

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sectors:
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01 Main entrace of the shopping mall
02 Restaurant area

01
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02
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Lesnaya Mixed-Use Development

A state-of-the-art office complex with a simple, efficient 
plan.  Its overall shape is sculpted by statutory rights of 
light for adjacent buildings. The external envelope included 
automated louvers facilitating control over conditions 
indoors.

 

2006
Competition
AIG Lincoln
84,500 sq.m.
Moscow, Russia

Commercial, Mixed-use, 
Retail

The Director of AR Architecture 
was the leader of the 
competition team while in 
Murray O’Laoire Architects.

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Location:

Sectors:
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01 Street view
02 Main entrance

01
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02
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TRANSPORT



35

Ceannt Rail Station and Urban Quarter 
Galway, Ireland
Page 36

Dublin Airport Terminal 1 Extension
Dublin, Ireland
Page 38
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Ceannt Rail Station and Urban Quarter

A mixed-use urban development on 5.6 ha of former 
railway lands comprising a terminus train/ bus station 
and transport interchange, a 17-storyed hotel, residential 
courtyards on top of retail, offices, School of Music and 
extensive public realm.

The project involved conversion and conservation of 
multiple protected structures.  Extensive EIS including a 
wind-tunnelling test and SEVESO study was prepared. 
Multiple public consultations were performed.

2006-2008
Planning Application
C.I.E.
209,500 sq.m.
410m
Galway, Ireland

Mixed-use, Office, Retail, 
Transport

The Director of AR Architecture 
Alexander Rakita was the 
leader of the project as well 
as of the team of consultants 
while in Murray O’Laoire 
Architects. 

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sectors:
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Dublin Airport Terminal 1 Extension

T1X is a three-storey air-side extension to the departures 
section of the main terminal building, erected on pillars 
over active baggage ramps.

The building comprises duty-free retail, restaurants and 
a double-height waiting area. The initial concept was 
prepared by ADPi. 

2006-2009
Built
Dublin Airport Authority
9,050 sq.m.
36 m
Dublin, Ireland

Commercial, Office, Retail, 
Transport

The Director of  AR Architecture 
Alexander Rakita was the 
leader of this project while in 
Murray O’Laoire Architects.

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sectors:
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01 Escalators between levels 0 and 1
02 Coffe and snacks area

01
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RESIDENTIAL
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Quickswood House
London, UK
Page 46

Watergarden Penthouse
London, UK
Page 50

Fitzjames Avenue Apartment
London, UK
Page 54

Fitzgeorge Avenue Apartment
London, UK
Page 58

Eaton Square House
London, UK
Page 66

Palace Green Apartment
London, UK
Page 62



RESIDENTIAL



45

Virginia Water House
Surrey, UK
Page 68

Eaton Square Apartment
London, UK
Page 70

Fairholt House
Knightsbridge, London, UK
Page 72

Windsor Way House
Kensinghton Olympia, London, UK
Page 74
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Quickswood House

This 3-bedroom 1970‘s terraced house was fully 
refurbished and extended in order to accommodate the 
needs of a family with three children. The client asked for 
a minimal contemporary design with strong emphasis on 
natural materials and ecological awareness. 

The existing house has a simplistic exterior, boasting a 
split-level section and an open plan layout. Aiming to 
emphasise these features, we replaced the stairs and 
added new openings between semi-levels. The new stairs 
were mirrored and re-designed to increase transparency. 
Zoning was improved by relocating the Kitchen/Breakfast 
area up a half level to the south side of the building. 
From that space, the light penetrates into the living room 
through a huge fish tank.

The façade of the entrance area has become another focal 
point - research was undertaken to maintain harmony 
with the original architecture of the building.

The extension appears to be more like a garden pavilion 
rather than an indoor space. The retracted windows on the 
external walls can open fully and the North-West corner 
of the roof is raised to maximize penetration of the low-
angle evening sunlight. The green sedum roof enhances 
the concept by blending into the garden. 

2012-2014
Built
Private Client
178 sq.m.
£390,000
London, UK
Structural Engineers: Heyne 
Tillett Steel; Landscape 
Designer: Coolgardens; 
Decorator: Pascoe Interiors

Residential

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:
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01 Roof Terrace
02 Staircase
03 Dining Room
04 Kitchen

01

02
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03

04
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Watergarden Penthouse

The project involved merging and refurbishing two stacked 
apartments in a 1980s’ waterside development in London 
Docklands, into a prestigious four-bedroom penthouse. 

The brief provided for a contemporary minimalistic design 
with areas of exposed brickwork and treated timber. We 
tried to reveal and highlight the existing characteristics 
of the actual space: large floor-to-ceiling, wall-to-wall 
windows; double-aspect rooms and views from the upper 
level. We improved the zoning, opening the kitchen into 
the spacious living area at the lower level and relocating 
master bedroom to the upper floor. 

Key features of the apartment are the new stairs with 
integrated storage and the bespoke fireplace with ethanol 
burner featuring an AV system built into its surround.

2013
Built
Private client
123 sq.m.
£150,000
London, UK

Residential

  

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sector:
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02

01 Open-plan Kitchen/ Dining Room
02 Master Bedroom
03 Living Room
04 Staircase

01
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04

03
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Fitzjames Avenue Apartment

The property is situated in a 1900’s purpose-built block 
on a tree-lined avenue close to shops and restaurants 
of Kensington High Street and Hammersmith in the 
Fitzgeorge & Fitzjames conservation area. 

Our international client engaged the services of 
AR Architecture to transform the apartment into a 
contemporary home for his family. The flat was in need of 
renovation throughout, including redesign of the layout. 
The objective was to improve the zoning and the flow of 
space, add a dining room and an en-suite bathroom. 

The completed apartment now has two double bedrooms, 
kitchen, large living room, dining room and a study. We 
have removed redundant storage rooms at the turn of the 
corridor and created a spacious dining area day-lit through 
a large aquarium - a new focal point of the apartment. We 
relocated the kitchen close to dining and living areas and 
swapped the main bathroom and the child’s bedroom 
in order to increase the bedroom size.  We were able to 
create another spacious en-suite bathroom as well as a 
guest WC. 

The refurbishment involved substantial structural 
alterations. Multiple steel beams up to 6m long were 
installed, some of which had to be brought in through 
temporary openings in the external wall. 

The completed project was branded by the freeholder as 
“setting new standards of quality in the whole estate”. 

2011-2012
Built
Private client
185 sq.m.
£220,000
London, UK
Interior Designer: Liza 
Vorobyeva (Kiev, Ukraine)
Structural Engineer: Concept 
Consultancy (London, UK)

Residential

  

Design
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:
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01 Bathroom
02 Dining Room
03 Master Bedroom

01
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03

02
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Fitzgeorge Apartment

Refurbishment and modernisation of a property in a 1900’s 
apartment block in a conservation area. The layout of this 
exceptionally bright and well-preserved flat was carefully 
optimised while retaining its original features. We created 
a new spacious kitchen and increased the number of 
storage areas. In addition, we designed a master bedroom 
with en-suite bathroom and a walk-through dressing 
room.

2011
Built
Private client
190 sq.m.
£150,000
London, UK

Residential

  

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Sector:
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01

01 Fireplace in the Living Room
02 Dining Room
03 Master Bathroom
04 Main corridor
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03 04
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Palace Green Apartment

Full refurbishment of the apartment and associated studio 
flat at one of the most prestigious addresses in London. It 
was commissioned by the client to design an apartment 
for the family as well as a separate studio flat on floor 
below for their teenage child.

AR Architecture managed to achieve seamless flow from 
the kitchen to the dining room and to the living area where 
a family can spend time together and enjoy tranquil views 
over the garden. Completed design benefits of master 
suite, two double bedrooms and the utility area. As for 
the studio, it was designed to be self-contained with its 
own bathroom and kitchenette in order to accommodate 
growing teenager and provide a personal space.

2012-2013
Built
Private client
210 sq.m.
£1,200,000 
London, UK
Interior Designer: Conceptual 
Bureau (Kaliningrad, Russia);
MEP Engineer: Noel Lawler 
Consulting Engineers

Residential

  

Design
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:
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01 Studio
02 Walking Wardrobe
03 Master Bedroom
04 Master Bathroom

01

02
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03

04



66

Eaton Square House

This stately family residence for an international client 
has become our first project designed entirely in BIM. All 
architectural, structural and mechanical design was run on 
a single shared model, initially built from a full 3D laser 
scanning of the property. This method allowed us to prepare 
a detailed and well-coordinated tender while dynamically 
responding to the client’s evolving requirements. The 
construction stage will feature continued work on the 
model by M&E sub-contractors and other specialists, 
ensuring reduced time and cost of installation.  At the end 
of the project we will be able to hand over a high-quality 
interactive schedule of ‘as-built’ information. 

AR Architecture acted as the architect and the lead 
consultant, leading a high-profile international professional 
team. 

The house is Grade II* listed and located in the Grosvenor 
management area. Several successive planning 
applications were made and we have worked closely with 
both Westminster City Council and Grosvenor Estates to 
obtain permissions for all aspects of the scheme.

2013-2014
On Site
Confidential
1200 sq.m.
Over £10 m
London, UK
Interior Designer – HBA/
ArchFlorence (Italy)/ 
Carlisle; Structural Engineer 
– Ramboll/Elliott Wood; 
MEP Engineer – Ramboll/
Cooper Homewood; Project 
Manager/QS – Gardiner & 
Theobald; Kitchens – Humble 
& Arnold; Conservation 
– Purcell; Planning – 
Metropolis; Lighting design 
– Lumineer Sudio; IT/AV – 
Asteros (Russia); Contractor: 
ISG

Residential

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:
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Virginia Water House

This detached house on one acre of land in one of the most 
prestigious pockets of London’s Green Belt is developed 
by Emerald ECS with an ambition to introduce the highest 
international zero-energy and passive-house standards to the 
UK high-end residential market.

The key objective of the project has been to achieve the lowest 
levels of energy consumption along with the highest degree of 
comfort and quality of space. Some of the applied solutions 
are cutting edge for a residential project in the UK, e.g. zonal 
heat recovery units in lieu of fancoils. Other technologies 
include geothermal heat pumps as the main source of energy, 
photovoltaic panels, energy storing, rainwater and greywater 
harvesting, LED lighting. The external walls are Insulating 
Concrete Formwork (ICF) with triple-glazed windows.  All 
U-values meet or exceed the Passive House requirements. 

Our client acquired the land with planning permission already 
agreed, which determined the “historic” look of the building. 
We embraced the challenge, finding solutions that will allow 
us to create an uncompromised traditional appearance with 
modern materials. The external walls are clad with thin brick 
tiles and composite sandstone on polystyrene slabs. The roof 
is a sophisticated mix of real and PV slates looking identical. 

The two-storey house does not appear massive, however a 
large basement with a swimming pool, spa and lounge areas, 
staff apartment and the main plant room are all spread below 
the beautifully landscaped garden. 

The internal space flows smoothly around the central stair, 
with a vacuum lift in the centre.

2014
On Site
Emerald ECS UK
900 sq.m.
Confidential
Virginia Water, Surrey, UK
Interior Design – Innen 
(Ireland); MEP Engineer - 
Malachy Walsh; Landscape 
designer - Coolgardens

Residential

  

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:
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Eaton Square Apartment

This project took two adjacent apartments in a Grade II* listed 
building on the prestigious Eaton Square in Belgravia and 
amalgamated them into one outstanding whole.  The challenge 
was to transform the maze of  small and disparate rooms into 
a spacious and coherent layout, working within the restrictions 
of a building of this calibre. 

The interior was sensitively refurbished, making sure to 
maximise the effect of the benefits of this historic space, with 
great care taken to restore and enhance the original decorative 
elements.  The design was careful to highlight the wealth of 
architectural features whilst giving it a contemporary edge by 
the addition of carefully chosen modern luxuries.  The details 
of both the retained elements and the new construction were 
produced with skill and verve, to ensure every aspect of the 
space was as exceptional as its surroundings. 

The result has been a unified space, returned to its former 
glory, with no awkward echo of its former use as two separate 
dwellings.  This design has yielded an exceptional home.

2014
Detailed Design Stage
Private
260 sq.m.
Confidential
London, UK

Residential

  

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:
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Fairholt House

2015
Detailed Design Stage
Grandlane
500 sq.m.
Confidential
Knightsbridge, London, UK
Interior Design - Lawson 
Robb; 
Structural Engineer - CTP 
MEP Engineer -  Hoare Lea; 

Residential

  

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:
Credits:

Sector:

10 Fairholt Street is in the heart of the Knightsbridge 
conservation area and is in a quiet road, of almost Mews-style 
intimacy.  The brief was for the refurbishment and conversion 
of this former public house into a high-end, one off family 
dwelling.

We took a rational approach to the arrangement of the rooms 
dividing the floors by purpose; bedrooms on the first floor 
and in the new mansard roof extension; living areas on the 
ground floor, extended to span the whole of the site, including 
a generous allowance for an entrance hall behind the retained 
facade; entertainment levels were put into the two new 
basement levels, including a home cinema, a spa, a treatment 
room, a gym and accommodation for staff; and two exterior 
terraces added some coveted outdoor space on both the 
ground and first floors.  A central core of lift and stairs ensured 
space was not wasted for circulation.  This clever layout, our 
knowledge of a wide range of architectural products and skill 
at producing efficient details ensured we could optimise the 
available space. 

The construction phase was aided by our ability to co-ordinate 
level 2 BIM projects. Having a 3D representation of the project 
allowed us to investigate the scheme in detail, which ensured 
the best possible outcome.
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Windsor Way House

2016
Tender | Detail Stage
Private
150 sq.m.
Confidential
Kensinghton Olympia, 
London, UK
Interior Design - Hampstead 
Design Hub ; 
Structural Engineer - Rebus 
Engineering Services;

Residential

  

Design:
Status:
Client:
Area:
Budget:
Location:

Credits:

Sector:

In Windsor Way House project the brief was to unlock the 
potential of a semi-detached, three bedroom family home, 
set over two storeys with a loft and garden. After thoroughly 
analysing the existing property, we were able to advise and 
guide the client through the refurbishment that they required. 

Our investigations revealed inefficiencies in the layouts of both 
levels and it was obvious that quality of the interior could be 
improved by logical changes to these elements. Moving the 
staircase allowed us to rearrange the rooms, gaining space by 
rationalizing its use.

Outside, the new retractable awning provides shelter and 
shade to create an exterior living space with lights and heaters, 
usable all year round.  The garden was further improved by 
new landscaping which has ensured that this area is a stunning 
addition to the property. 

The unusable loft has been converted to a functioning 
space, naturally lit by the new roof light.  It will be used to 
accommodate additional storage areas and plant equipment.
The success of this project means the client is able to enjoy an 
extra  37 m² of space, beautifully detailed with a contemporary 
design. 
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Contact us

Hampstead Old Town Hall
213 Haverstock Hill
London NW3 4QP
United Kingdom

e info@ar-arch.co.uk
t +44 (0) 207 209 2851

www.ar-arch.co.uk




